ransportation 
Library 
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As late as 1942 passengers detraining fran the Southern 
Pacific and Santa Fe Railroads found the birney cars of 
the Bakersfield and Kern Electric Railway waiting to 

take them to down-town Bakersfield. Car 17 is shown at 
the Santa Fe depot in 190 as photographed by Joe Chapman. 
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BAKERSFIELD & KERN ELECTRIC CO. he 


The carbarn at 19th & Oak with cars 22, 16 and 13. Car 
13 one of the two 8-wheel cars kept for use as school 
trippers in later years. 
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formed by the two mountain 
ranges that parallel the valley 
from north to south. In the early 
} days two large railroads, the 
Southern Pacific and the’ Santa 
Fe connected a few miles to the 
south of the present site of Bak- 
ersfield, both of which built a 





bs dealin all 


) 


COAST CHAPTE 


station, yards, etc., but two miles 
apart. And as is usually the case 
people built around these stations; 
the Southern Pacific being lo- 
cated at Sumner (later Kern) 
and the Santa Fe in what is now 
the northwestern part of Bakers- 


field. Since the Southern Pacific 


at this date was the larger of the 
two roads and carried most of the 
people, the travelers who stepped 
off the train at the station of 
Sumner had “two miles of mud 
or dust, depending on the season, 
before him on his trip to Bakers- 
field”. 

Before 1887 the only transpor- 
tation between the two towns 
were the horse stages which were 
very undependable as to sched- 
ules, rates and fares. A few of 
the business men in the town of 
Bakersfield surveyed the situa- 
tion, and in 1887 a franchise was 
granted for a rail line to run 
from the Santa Fe station in 
Bakersfield to the Southern Pa- 
cific station in Sumner. Due to 
the high cost of construction for 


so small a project, they used 


ipo 
| second-hand mine rail for track 


| A City Becomes a Town 


Bakersfield Loses Its Streetcars 


The City of Bakersfield is lo- 
cated within the rim at the south- 
ern end of the San Joaquin valley 


and almost anything within easy 
reach of the trackmen for ties— 
with a subsequent decline in the 
local stock of fence posts and 
fire wood. 


The construction was finished 
in 1892 and the line was opened 
as a horse car line. The fare was 
25c for a one-way ride, but this 
was far lower than the prevailing 
rates. on the stage coaches. The 
stages put up a show of com- 
petition, but in the end the rail 
line won: The horse car line ran 
until 1900 when the Bakersfield 
and Kern Electric Railway was 
formed to take over the horse 
car line and electrify it. 


The new owners’ began con- 
struction of a car barn at Union 
Avenue and 19th Street and re- 
placed the 16-pound mine rail 
with 36-pound girder rail pur- 
chased second hand in Los 
Angeles and Sydney. They order- 
ed four single truck cars from the 
Hammond Car Company in San 
Francisco which were numbered 
1 to 4. The first electric car ran 
in Bakersfield on March 24, 
1900. On the first day of opera- 
tion by electricity the line took 
in $150, equivalent to 3000 pay- 
ing passengers; but it is estima- 
ted that the crews allowed over 
a thousand others to ride free. 
The railway company was owned 
by the Power Transit and Light 
Company which was in turn 


owned by the Kern County Land 
Company. 
In 1902 three more cars were 


The Western Railroader @ Page Three 




















Top: Car 19 at the Southern Pacific Depot (Kern) 
2/22/40 as photographed by Wilbur C. Whittaker, 
Middle: Car 16 on the Chester Street line in 1939. 
Bottom: Car 2] at the Santa Fe Depot in 1940 by Joe 
Chapman. 
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ordered from the Hammond Car 
Company and were numbered 5 
to 7. In 1903 two extensions were 
built. One was from West 19th 
and F Streets to Oak Street and 
south on Oak to 17th; the other 
was the Chester Avenue line— 
both being operated until 1933. 

Between 1903 and 1908 new 
$6-pound rail was laid on the 
main line which was_ replaced 
after 1910 with 114 pound T-rail 
except between F and N Streets 
where 89-pound groved rail was 
used. In 1910 two double truck 
cars were built and numbered’ 8 
and 9. These were the first 
double truck cars on the system. 

Following the sale of the Bak- 
ersfield & Kern Electric Railway 
in July, 1910, to the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Company the 
company began some major im- 
provements. In February, 1911, 
six double truck, California type 
cars were ordered from _ the 
American Car Company. These 
cars were placed in service on 
February 12, 1912, and for the 
first time the City of Bakersfield 
had “a first-class street railway 
equal to any other in the United 
States in quality if not in size”. 
On May 14th the Bakersfield & 
Kern abandoned their shops at 
19th and Union, and all cars 
were transferred to a new barn 
located at the north end of Recre- 
ation Park. 

1915 was the jitney era in the 


City of Bakersfield with as many 
as 45 autos operating at one 
time. The receipts of the street 
railway dropped as much as $60 
in a single day. The city had to 
choose however at an election in 
October between street cars or 


jitneys. The street railway won, 
and Bakersfield went on record 
as being the first city in Cali- 
fornia—and onc of the first in 
the United States—to rid itself 
of this “public nuisance”. 


In this year the company made 
one more extension of the rail 
lines as well as starting its first 
bus line. The rail line was the 
West Park District shuttle which 
connected with the main line at 
the Sante Fe depot and ran for 
about ‘a mile west of the depot. 

The peak of rail transportation 
in the City of Bakersfield was 
1921 when the largest receipts 
were taken in. The track on 
Union Street was removed in 
1921. In 1922 the car barn at 
19th and Oak Streets was rebuilt 
and placed in operation. : 

The Bakersfield & Kern Elec- 
tric Railway received permission 
from the California State Rail- 
road Commission to operate one- 
man cars in November of 1922, 
but this type of car was not put 
into operation until May of the 
following year. 

After 1924 some of the short 
branch lines began to loose money 
even at the existing fares of 10c 
cash, 7 tokens for 50c and weekly 
pass for one dollar. 

In 1933 the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Company sold its 
street railway properties to V. N. 
Mickelberry. Under the -new 
management the Bakersfield & 
Kern Electric Railway abandoned 
the West Park-19th and North 
Chester lines, both of which were 
loosing money. After this reor- 
ganization the company began to 
operate at a profit and between 
1933 and 1940 it was able to place 
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Top: Car 15, the other double truck car, at the barn in } 
1939, 
‘Middle: Car 20 at the car barn 11/22/38 by Will Whittaker. P 
Bottom: Old car 2 retained as a wire car and wrecker. 
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several supplementary bus lines 
in operation. 

In 1938 the company employed 
18 men and had eleven cars on 
hand. The company paid $7,000 
in taxes and purchased all sup- 
plies and equipment locally. 

On June 30, 1939, the Bakers- 
field @& Kern abandoned the 
South Chester shuttle line due to 
a street paving project, thus cut- 
ting street railway operations to 
one remaining line. 

In 1940 the company went into 
the advertising business in a big 
way with one of the _birneys, 
number 19, being equipped with 





two large billboards and opera- 
ted as a traveling spectacle. 

The last remaining passenger 
operations ended February 28, 
1942. when car number 17 with 
operator Dick Niccola turned in 
to the barn for the last time. Final 
abandonment came as the track, 
wire and cars became so worn 
that they had to be replaced, and 
bus substitution was cheaper than 
rebuilding the street railway. 

So did the Bakersfield & Kern 
Electric Railway play its part in 
the development of Bakersfield 
to the metropolis of the southern 
part of the San Joaquin valley. 


Bakersfield & Kern Equipment 


Single truck, 24-passenger cars built by Hammond Car Co. in 


1900; mounted on Brill 21-NE trucks; one 25-hp. motor; 7 tons 


weight; 
scrapped. 


1, 2 and 3 scrapped; 2 converted to wrecker, 


later 


10-15 


16-19 


20-23 


Double truck, 40-passenger cars built by Hammond Car Co. 
in 1902; semi-convertible car designed by E. M. Bral, super- 
intendent of B&K; 12-tons weight; No. 6 rebuilt, all scrapped. 


Double truck, 40-passenger car equipped with two GE-800 
type motors; 13-tons; railroad roof; scrapped. 

Double truck, 40-passenger car built by the American Car Cc. 
in 1911. 42 feet long, 17-tons, transit roof. Scrapped. 


Single truck birney car built by the American Car Company 
for the Union Traction Company of Santa Cruz, Calif. 16, 18 
scrapped. 


Single truck birney car built by the American Car Company 
for the Santa Barbara & Suburban Railway. 


Cars 17, 19, 20, 21 and 23 were sold to Halifax, N.S., 
Canada in 1942 and operated there during World War II 
being scrapped shortly after the end of the war. 
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Money for 
Cable Car 
Plan Available 


The money to put San Fran- 


cisco’s consolidated cable car 
system into effect was laid on 
the line yesterday by the keep- 
er of the civic sock, Controller 
Harry D. Ross. 1/6 


He sent a certificate to the 
Board of Supervisors, attesting 
that $855,820 was available for 
the new machinery, track 
curves and other paraphernalia 
that will make a reality of the 
system approved by the voters 
last June. 

Two steps must be taken be- 
fore the money can be spent 
by the Municipal - Railway. 
First, the State legislature has 
to ratify the charter amend- 
ment that set up the cable car 
consolidation. Next, the Super- 
visors have to appropriate the 
money. 

That out of the way (and it 
should také about a month), 
the Muni can begin work. The 
first step, according to Utilities 
Manager James H. Turner, 
boss of the railway, will be to 
install a sheave wheel at Van 
Ness and California streets, the 
new western terminus of the 
California street line. The 
cables themselves still run out 
to Presidio avenue, the old 
terminus. With the wheel in- 
stalled, the under-street cables 
will run only between Van 
Ness and Market. 

Engineering plans and speci- 
fications can be started as soon 
as money is appropriated, 
Turner said. The consolidation 
job should be completed by 
July, 1956. 

There will then be three lines 
in San Francisco: the Powell 
sireet line to Fisherman’s 
Wharf; a line up Powell to 
Jackson, out Jackson to Hyde, 
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down Hyde to Beach and back 
by way of Hyde, Washington 
and Powell; and the Caiifornia 
street line from Market to Van 
Ness. 

One of the final stazes of 
consolidation, Turner said, 
would be establishment of the 
Powell-Hyde line. 

The entire job will cost $1,- 
030,820—the $855,820 certified 
yesterday, plus an expected 
$175,000 from the sale of the 
old car barn at California and 
Hyde streets. 


One-Man Cars 
For Judah-st Line 


All the modern streamline 
streetcars on the N-Judah-st line 
will be converted to one-man 
operation by Jan. 16, Charles D. 
Miller, general manager of the 


Municipa] ilw announced 
today. 1 / 6 7 5 5 


Older cars will still be oper- 
ated by two men. Voters author- 
ized the change to one-man op- 
eration last June. 


San Francisco-rama... Here’s 
news for souvenir hunters. The 
city is getting ready to place 
10 California-st cable cars‘ on 
the auction block. ... 


L. A. Rail to Bus 
Change Protested 


Los Angeles, Jan. 27.—City of- 
ficials from Long Beach and 
Los Angeles offered final testj- 
mony “yesterday against a met 
ropolitan Coach Lines’ requtst 
to change from rail to bus serv- 
ice on its Watts, Bellflower, 
Long Beach and San Pedto 
lines. 

The Public State Utilities Com- 
mission will announce its decis- 
ion at a later date. 

Henry Jordan, Long Beach 
chief engineer, cited a petition 
signed by 1500 persons protest- 
ing the switch. 
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Tuesday, January 23, 


Key Wants to 
Abandon All 
Bridge Trains 


Asks PUC Permission 
To Substitute Buses 


A formal request from Key 
System, long anticipated, for 
permission to abandon all five 
of its trans-Bay rail lines was in 
the hands of the State Public 
Utilities Commission today. 
tute motor coach operation for 

The company wants to substi- 
the A, B, C, E, and F Bay 
Bridge trains, which now serve 
sections of Oakland, Emeryville, 
Berkeley and Piedmont. 

“Upon: motorization of appli- 
cant’s rail service,” the com- 
pany said in its petition, ‘“‘the 
present rail terminal facilities 
could be used to provide a most 
satisfactory terminal for motor 
coach passengers if the. State 
of California constructed an ap- 
proach to and paved the right 
of way now used in train 
service.” 


Key Arguments 
Key argued bus service would 
be faster, cheaper and more 
economical. It also said it doesn’t 
have the three million dollars it 
would cost to pave the track 
‘areas of East Bay cities’ streets, 
as those cities are demanding. 
State engineers estimated it 
would cost 15 million dollars to 
replace the tracks on the Bay 
Bridge with paving, a move op- 
posed by the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit Commission on grounds 
the tracks are essential to any 
mass rapid transit plan. 


The State Toll Bridge Author- 
ity, which owns the rails and 37 
of the trains used by Key, also 
has opposed further substitution 
of buses pending a decision on 
whether the track area is to be 
paved over. 


Former Attempt 


Key: tried unsuccessfully to get 

permission in 1953 to drop the A 
and B lines. It said in its new 
application that a partial aban- 
donment would not help now and 
that it would benefit ‘‘only by 
complete motorization of all 
existing rail operations.” 
» Key argued the bridge railway 
ls carrying only eight million of 
“he 50-million annual passenger 
load for which it was intended. 


—At the request of Frank 
B. Durkee, State director 
of public works, Assembly- 
man Thomas W. Caldecott of 
Berkeley introduced a bill pro- 
viding for the issuance of 
$15,000,000 in bonds to be used 
for removing the tracks on 
the lower level of the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
and repaving the span if and 
when the Key System is per- 
mitted. to end its transbay 
service. 


RAIL REMOVAL OPPOSED 


The members of the San 
Francisco delegation, together 
with Assemblyman Richard J. 
Dolwig’ (Rep-Redwood City), 
author of the 1953 southern 
crossing jegislation, decided to- 
day to oppose removal of rails 
from the Bay Bridge. 

The Bay Area Rapid Transit 
Commission, in its preliminary 
discussions of a plan for an 
integrated, nine-county rapid 
transit system, has declared the 
Key tracks across the bridge 
would be essential to the mass 
movement of persons among 
the counties and that once the 
tracks were removed, a vital 
link in any proposed system 
would be lost. 
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Alaska ‘Seatrain’ Race 


A race to enter the Alaska 
steamship service with “sea- 
train ferries” is under way with 
a San Francisco combine of 
Coastwise and Lwuckenbach 
Lines out in front. 

Its chief competitor is Alaska 
Steamship Company of Seattle. 

The present plans of Coast- 
wise-Luckenbach, it was 
learned yesterday, is to move 
into the route before the end of 
this year with two converted C-4 
freighters. Initially, the ships— 
each capable of carrying 118 
loaded railroad freight cars or 
truck vans—would operate be- 
tween Seattle and Alaskan 
ports. But if the fleet were en- 
larged to four vessels, the serv- 
ice could be extended to Cali- 
fornia ports as well. 

However, the plan is depend- 
ent upon the outcome of talks 
with the U. S. Department of 
Interior over Alaska ports to 
be served, and with the Govern- 
ment-operated Alaska Railroad 
over the tie-in of their system 
with the ships at dockside. 

In this phase, Alaska Steam- 
ship Company seems ahead, 
having already obtained from 
Interior Secretary Douglas Mc- 
Kay his promise that its sea- 
train ships will be guaranteed 
50 per cent of the Government 
cargoes. McKay _ reportedly 
agreed to this after examing 
the proposed schedules of 
Alaska Steamship and Coast- 
wise -Luckenbach, and judged 
that Alaska Steamship fur- 
nished more adequate service 
to the territory. 

But Alaska Steamship plans 
to build new ships for this 
route and therefore can’t move 
into the trade with seatrain 


ferries for at least a year. 


The Western Railroader 





Under the firms’ plans, there 


would be a great saving in 
cargo-handling costs, and the 
time a ship had to spend in port. 


For these reasons, the Navy 
and Army are also interested 
in introduction of seatrain op- 
erations to Alaska. The Army 
released a report yesterday 
saying its studies indicated 
there was sufficient military 
and commercial cargo to make 
such an Alaskan operation 
“economically feasjble.” 


VANCOUVER, B.C.. Jan. 8. 
— (CP) —A $2,700,000 develop- 
ment. featuring a_pick-a-back 
transportation system, was an- 
nounced here today. 

The system. to serve Alaska 
and the Yukon Territory has a 
target date of autumn, 1955. 

A spokesman for the White 
Pass and Yukon Corp. said steel 
containers, similar to van 
bodies. will be built to fit onto 
truck trailers and railway flat 
cars. They wil] be designed to 
fit the hold of a special unitized 
freighter of 4,009 tons carry- 
ing capacity, under construction 
in Montreal. 

The ship wil] held 168 of the 
units, An estimated 500 of the 
containers will be built in Van- 
couver, B. C., the spokesman 
Said, in addition to new termi- 
nal facilities at the West Indies 
Dock here. 

The spokesman said the 12- 
knot freighter will provide one 
of the fastest servicessin the 
Northern service, covering the 
1,000 miles to the northern 
terminus of Skagway, Alaska, 
in three-and-a-half days. From 
there, cargoes will be lifted, in- 
tact in their steel boxes. to 
trucks and railway cars for 
delivery. 

For the return trip. the ves. 
fe] will load asbestos from 
northern mines and _ general 
cargo, 
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S. P. Adds Ferryboat 


Southern Pacifie added an- 
other ferryboat, the San Lean- 
dro, to its service between the 
Ferry Building and the Oak- 
land ferry yesterday. ] /6 

The 240-foot vessel, pur- 
chased from the Federal Mari- 
time Administration last June, 
was built in 1923 for the Key 
System and carried passengers 
to the Treasure Island Exposi- 
tion in 1939-40. During World 
War II the ferry carried troops 


between Fort Mason and Camp. 


Stoneman. 

For the transbay service, the 
ferryboat was refurbished, with 
a coffee shop added to the 
upper deck and lower deck 
seats removed to make room 
for mail, baggage and express 
freight. 


‘Western Pacific to 
Be Part of Ford 
Assembly Line’ 


The new Ford assembly 
plant at Milpitas will boost 
Santa Clara county’s industrial 
payroll by 10 per cent when 
it opens in March. 

This, and the fact that the 
plant's opening will bring what 
amounts to a new town of 
10,000 men, women and chil- 
dren into the area, was im- 
pressed upon some 200 officers 
and supervisors of the West- 
ern Pacific Railroad yesterday. 

Daniel T. McCown, traffic 
manager for the Ford division 
of Ford Motor Co., also re- 
minded the Western Pacific 
men that their railroad, which 
will serve the Milpitas plant, 
will be part of the assembly 
line, in effect. 





sThe addition of the San 
Leandro gives the SP four 
vessels in the route. The others 
are the Eureka, built in 1922, 
the Sacramento, built in 1923, 
and the'Berkeley, built in 1898 
but rebuilt since. 

SP customarily keeps two 
boats in active servive and one 
on standby. It was learned that 
SP will dispose of one boat, 
probably either the Sacramento 
or the Berkeley. 

Before the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge and the 
Golden Gate Bridge were com- 
pleted in the late 1930s, South- 
ern Pacific and its affiliated 
companies operated 43 ferry- 
boats on the Bay, then the 
largest such fleet in the world. 


Southern Pacific 
Will ‘Piggyback’ 
To the Northwest 


Southern Pacific, pioneer in 
piggyback railroading in the 
West, will extend its trailer- 
flatcar operations between the 
San Francisco-Oakland-Sacra- 
mento areas and the Pacific 
Northwest. 


The railroad said its new fast 
freight will move _ railroad- 
owned trailer units at passen- 
ger train speeds and at rates 
competitive with highway car- 
riers starting January 31. 

The piggyback operation will 
provide second morning de- 
livery between the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area and points 
served by Southern Pacific in 
Oregon; also Seattle, Tacoma 
and intermediate points in 
Washington. 
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‘Little Train Tri 
Snowballs Into 





p For Cubs' 
Mass Exodus 


A small railroad excursion to Roseville, Placer County, for cub 


scouts of the Golden Empire Council has taken on the 
tions of a mass exodus from Sacramento. More than 4, 


ropor- 
cubs 


will make the trip on January 29th and an additional 1,000 on 





February 5th. 
‘Would Be Nice’ 

The whole thing started when 
council officials decided it would 
be nice to arrange a train trip 
for the cub scouts—particularly 
those who never had been on a 
train—in conriection with their 
January theme, Railroading. 

They called the Southern Pa- 
cific, which agreed to run the 
excursion if the council would 
guarantee 660 passengers for 
each train. 

Council officials, worried 
about filling up two trains, sent 
form letters telling of the trip 
and order blanks for tickets to 
each cub leader. 

Still Coming In 

The response was tremendous. 
By the January 17th deadline 
more than 5,000 tickets had 
been sold and requests still are 


SP have ordered in 20 commuter 
cars, each seating 100 passen- 


gers, from the San Francisco 
peninsula to handle the mob. 


Scout officials have called up 
50 explorer scouts and asked 
the ce department for a de- 
tail to handle the crowd at the 


depot, 
Family Affair : 

Strangely enough, council of- 
ficials report, about one in every 
four tickets went to an adult 
which, they said, proves cub 
scouting is a family affair. 

In addition to the trip, the 
SP will set up a number of rail- 
road cars near the depot, in- 
cluding an: engine, pullman, 
diner and lounge car, for the 
scouts’ inspection. 

The trip is being handled by 





coming in. 
Filal officials of the 


Bert E. Geisreiter, public rela- 
tions ehairman of the council, 





Oroville Rail Line to End 


Great Northern Railway disclosed today that the Canadian 
Board of Transport Commissioners has authorized the abandon- 
ment Jan. 22 of 17.56 miles of line between Keremeos and Hedley, 
B. C., on GN’s Oroville-Hedley branch. 

Built in 1909 under the charter of the Vancouver, Victoria and 
Eastern Railway and Navigation Company, the section to be aban- 
doned is part of a line by which James J. Hill once proposed to 
link Spokane and Vancouver, B. C. It was built as far northward 
as Brookmere, B. C. to connect with the Canadian Pacific, but 
through service to the coast was never established. 

Great Northern’s Wenatchee-Oroville branch line was completed 
in 1914, and the line into Canada then became an extension of that 
operation. Only irregular freight service has been maintained be- 
tween Keremeos and Hedley in recent years. 

The tearing up of tracks on the abandoned section is expected 
to get underway as soon as weather permits. 
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Court Denies Alleghany 
Plea in WP Stock Suit 


The U. S. Supreme Court has re- 
jected an appeal by Alleghany Cor- 
poration to review a lower court rul- 
ing that a proposed purchase by Al- 
leghany of possibly controlling shares 
of the Western Pacific was illegal. 

Alleghany, in February 1951, as- 
sertedly entered a contract with an 
agent of the James Foundation of New 
York, Inc., to purchase 153,165 shares 
of WP common and 55,725 shares of 
WP preferred. The foundation would 
not deliver the stock and Alleghany 
brought suit in U. S. District Court, 
southern district of New York. 

This court rules the offer of sale 
was invalid because it was made by 
the foundation’s agent without author- 
ity. The U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit upheld this ruling, but 
on the ground that the sale would 
violate the Interstate Commerce Act 
in that it would give Alleghany con- 
trol of the WP without authority from 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

In its brief to the Supreme Court, 
Alleghany argued that the sale would 
not have entailed control of the road 
because the stock would “immediately” 
have been placed with a voting trustee. 
However. in its opinion the circuit 
court reported that Robert R. Young, 
Alleghany chairman, had testified that 
he wanted to buy “control” of the WP 
and that this purchase “was moving 
in the direction of a transcontinental 
system” on which “I had always set 
my heart.” 


New CPR Train Will Be 
Named “Royal Canadian” 


The Canadian Pacific’s all-stainless- 
steel transcontinental streamliner, to 
€gin service next spring between Tor- 
onto-Montreal and Vancouver, will be 
called the “Royal Canadian.” By late 
spring, the road has announced. the 
Budd Companv will have completed 
deliveries of all 173 cars ordered by 
the CPR to equip the new service. 


The first unit was received last sum- 
mer 


Longview, Portland & North- 
ern.—Merger of Willamina & Grand 
Ronde.—Tie ICC has authorized mez- 
ger of the W&GR into the LP&N. 
The W&GR has operated 9 miles of 
road between Willamina, Ore., and 
Grand Ronde, and 3.5 miles between 
Gardiner Junction and Gardiner. The 
LP&N operates as a switching agency 
for trunk lines at Longview. All 
properties and franchises of W&GR 
will be mezged into the LP&N and 
its corporate existence will be termi- 
nated. Both roads are controlled by 
the Long-Bell Lumber Company. The 
lumber company and its parent com- 
panies, Long-Bell Lumber Corporation 
and R. A. Long Properties, have been 
authorized by the ICC to acquire con- 
trol of the surviving road through 
stock ownership. 


Sacramento Northern.—Trackage 
Rights——This road has asked the ICC 
for authority to acquire trackage rights 
over the Western Pacific to provide 
connections at the SN’s Heggen yard 
at Sacramento. The SN proposes to 
abandon a 40U-ft spur from the yard 
to allow the California Almond Grow- 
ers Exchange to expand its adjacent 


plant. | Three historic pieces of rolling 


stock, a coach, a coach-baggage combine 
and a box car—all bearing the name of 
the Great Northern’s earliest predecessor, 
the St. Paul & Pacific—have been placed 
on permanent exhibition on a special track 
at the GN’s St. Cloud, Minn., shops. The 
cars have been used by the GN for display 
purposes for many years, along with the 
1862-vintage locomotive “William Crooks,” 
which is now on permanent display in the 
St. Paul Union Depot. The two passenger 
cars, actually built in 1882, were subse- 
quently re‘ashioned to duplicate cars of 
the 1860’s. The freight car was built in 
1879. 


Rail Mail Sticker? 


Wouldn’t it be helpful if friends of 
the railroads used a distinctively 
colored sticker or rubber stamp on en- 
velopes: put in the mail, carrying some 
such wording as: “Rail Mail,” or “Save 
Taxpayers’ Money—Handle by Rail’? 


The Western Railroader @ Page Thirteen 





Western Museum 


e 
Moving to Reno 
ARCADIA, Jan. 17.—(INS) 
—W. Parker Lyon Jr., an- 
nounced today sale of the famed 
Lyon Pony Express Museum in 
Arcadia. New owner is William 
Harrah, Reno nightclub owner, 
who said that it will be moved 
intact to Reno. The museum in- 
cludes a narrow gauge railroad, 
stage coaches, dance hall and 
other historical relics of early 

western days. 


Ties Put On Rails 
Fail To Interfere 


With Freight Train 


SP Commute Rate 
Hearing Recessed 


The State Public Utilities Com- 
mission will resume hearings to- 
morrow on the Southern Pacific 
application for increase Penin- 
sult commuter rates which if 
granted would boost the com- 
mute costs an average of $3 a 


month. 

Entered into the hearing rec- 
ord was a report by W. R. 
Peters, senior transportation 
engineer o fthe PUC on the SP’s 
Peninsula commuter service. 


Much Good Found 


It found much good in the 
service, including fast peak hour 















' ‘* 















The sheriff's office is investi- service; schedules operating on gd 
gating an attempted derailment time; way stations adequate, and fireb 
of the Central California Trac- few complaints considering the diamo! 
rv) ey Ceo train a traffic 

alf mile south o itri 4 : 

Road. 29 f Fruitridge But the report noted the Third 

Six heavy" wooden ties hed > eal ane wg _— ito DONAT 
been placed on the track at the oe SER SORT, Sh 
approach to a trestle. The loco- and many riders spend almost ? Compa 
motive struck the pile of ties as much time on the Municipal No. 7 
but scattered the obstacles and Railway as they do coming from now a 
was not derailed. their homes to the city. for a 
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Company has donated its 
No. 7 to Travel Town and it is 
now at SP's 


a 2-6-2 built 


CONSTRUCTION ENGINE 
DONATED TO TRAVEL TOWN 


Sharp & Fellows Construction 
engine 


Taylor roundhouse 
for a new boiler jacket. It is 
by Alco-Dickson 
(#26264) in 1902 as a 2-6-0 for 
the Minnesota Land & Construct- 
ion Company as its Number 13, 


DEL MONTE LIMITED GOES DIESEL 
Southern Pacific diesel 5602 
is now regularly used on the 
Del Monte Limited between San 
Francisco and Monterey. 


LOS ANGELES TRANSIT NOTES 

Los Angeles Transit Lines has 
sold 100 of its old wooden cars 
to the National Metals Company 
at Terminal Island for scrap. 

The State Utilities Commission 
has approved the abandonment of 
the Glendale interurban line 
following a postponement to per- 
mit the City of Glendale to make 
a protest(which it failed to do). 
The actual abandonment is held up 
by the City of Los Angeles which 
has so far refused to give local 
approval, 
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Jerry Best's "Grizzly Flats Railroad #3" made its first public appearance 
on Sunday, January 23rd, following a complete overhaul including a new 
firebox and flues, new paint job and the addition of a diamond stack. The 
diamond stack was a donation from Mrs. Best as an anniversary present. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CENTENIAL 

Southern Pacific has reveal- 
ed its plans in connection with 
the 100-year centenial of the 
Sacramento Valley Railroad. 

The observance will start on 
August 9th, the date of laying 
of the first rail, with a day- 
long program with the Sacramento 
Chamber of Commerce, 

Railfans will observe the 
first train trip on August 13th 
with an excursion to Folsom, 


PICKERING BUYS TIMBER TRACT 

The Pickering Lumber Company 
operating an extensive logging 
railroad in Toulumne County has 
acquired ownership of 4500 acres 
of choice timber adjoining its 
rail line. 


ADDITION TO INDEX 

We omitted the address for 
Interurbans which is 1414 South 
Westmoreland, Los Angeles, Also 
add North Coast Lines in Inter- 
urbans #7 and Southern Pacific 
electric lines in Oregon in 
Interurbans Special #8. 


S.P. MOGEL DONATED TO TUSCON 
Southern Pacific has donated 

it's mogel 1673 to the City of 

Tuscon, Arizona, on 12/14/54. 
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Sam 5 . 
March 27—CNRHS—Farewell to SP’s 25 
Daulton branch, via Altamont Pass. Z < 
April 17—PCC R&LHS—Last steam 











trip on Sierra Railroad, via AT&SF. 

May 8—NCRC—WP-Tidewater South- 
ern using WP No. 94. Fo: 

May 28-29-30—CNRHS and PCC R&L 
HS—Klamath Falls weekend. 

June 12—BAERA—Key System using 
club-owned equipment. 

July 2-3-4—CCRC—Gold Spike Cele- 
bration of Burney Extension of Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad. 

July 24—Joint annual Big Trees pic- 
nic train. 

Aug. 13 or 20—Joint celebration at 
Sacramento of 100 years of steam rail- 
roading in California. 

Aug. 28—CCRC—Family trip. 
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Sept. 10-11— Western Railroad Fan << ' 
convention at Fresno. © mm & > 
Sept. 23-24-25—CNRHS—WP and mi ls 
Clover Valley Lumber Co. t (x) - 
Oct. 2—BAERA—Rerun of IER trip fe Oe 

using steam power. bt et 
Oct. 16—PCC R&LHS—Picnic at St. amor 
Helena. : OA Mo 
Oct. 29-—-CNRHS—Club trip on lum- oma 
ber road. © {i} 3 
Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. -_ > 
Béx 783, San Jose, Calif. TW te 
Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Lo- a a 
comotive Historical Society—J. E. Turn- ew > « 
er, 1739 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Calif. 
Northern California Railroad Club — 
Edward Bohlen, 1824 Belburn Dr. Bel- 
mont, Calif. 
California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 3533 Pasa- 
dena Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
March 20—PRS—Annual trip to Bak- 
ersfield via SP over Tehachapi. 
March 27—SCD ERA—Trip on LATL 
using last BG car, to raise funds to 
save this car. 
June 12—PRS—Fallbrook and Escon- 
dido branches of AT&SF. 
July 3-4—PRS—Flower Festival at 
Lompoc, via SP. a 


Aug. 28—PRS—Santa Ana and Tustin 
branches of SP. 

Sept. 10-11— Western Railroad Fan 
convention at Fresno. 

Oct. 2—PRS—Port Huemene via SP 
and Ventura County RR. 

Nov. 13—PRS—Cajon Pass Summit, 
via AT&SF. 

Pacific Railroad Society — Box 5279, 
Metropolitan Station, Los Angeles 55, 
Calif. 

Southern California Division, Electric 
Railroaders’ Assn.—Laurence R. Vey- 
sey, 1516 N. Harvard Blvd., Los An- 
geles 27, Calif. 

Southern California Chapter, Railway 
& Locomotive Historical Society—Don- 
ald Duke, 2304 Melville, San Marino 9, 
Calif. 
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